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Enter The Ark of Hope

The Great Controversy between God and
Satan is primarily over

Who will you Choose?




Geft into the Ark
Sanctuary

And let them
make me a
sanctuary;

that | may dwell

among them.
— Exodus 25:8

Psalms 77:13




Health Snippet — Ginger

Health Benefits of Ginger (Seek Medical Advise)
According to studies ginger may help improve weight-
related measurements. These include body weight and
the waist-hip ratio. Ginger contains compounds called
gingerols and shogaols. These compounds stimulate
several biological activities in your body when you
consume ginger.

3. Ginger may help with weight loss:

A 20109 literature review concluded that ginger

supplementation significantly reduced body weight, the

waist-hip ratio, and the hip ratio in people with

overweight or obesity.

A 2016 study of 80 women with obesity found that ginger

could also help reduce body mass index (BMI) and blood

insulin levels. High blood insulin levels are associated with

obesity.

» Study participants received relatively high daily doses —
2 grams — of ginger powder for 12 weeks.

A 2019 literature review of functional foods also

concluded that ginger had a very positive effect on obesity

and weight loss. However, additional studies are needed.

HEALTH TIP

DRINK GINGER TEA EVERY
NIGHT BEFORE BED

Reduces inflammation &
bloating (yes, significantly
helps with weight lossl)

Drains the lymphatic system

Stimulates blood circulation &

Warms the body up provides the body more oxygen

— Relaxes the mind

Reduces sugar cravings
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fes we Can!

They came ro life and reigned with Christ

a thousand years. ..

Revelation 20:4
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Introduction

Throughout history there have been those I EN—_D , - 4
who have waxed eloquent about the Event at the end of the Millennium
horrors of hell, playing on people’'s fear in
an attempt to bring them to worship God.
But what kind of god do they portray?

How will God finally get rid of evil? What
will happen to Satan? What will keep sin
from erecting its ugly head once more?
How can a just God also be loving?

Events at the Beginning of the Millennium ChrisEigiint

During the millennium, the thousand-year
period of which the twentieth chapter of
Revelation speaks, Satan's influence over
the earth will be restricted, and Christ will
reign with His saints ( ).
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The Second Advent

belong together; there is no break
between these chapters. They describe Christ's comin
( ) and immediately continue with the
millennium, their sequence indicating that the millennium
begins when Christ returns.

Revelation represents the three powers that gather the
nations of the world to oppose Christ's work and His people
immediately before the Second Advent, as a dragon, a
beast, and a falsefprophet ). When "the i
beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies” assemble to
make war against Christ at the time of His return, the beast
and the false prophet are destroyed ( ).
What follows in , the chapter on the
millennium, deals with the fate of the third member of the
demonic trio, the dragon. He is taken captive and cast into
the bottomless pit, where he remains for 1000 years. -

It is with Christ's second advent, when the kingdoms of this = s\~ "4
world are destroyed, that God sets up His kingdom of I B
glory—a kinﬁdom that will last forever ( ). R

It is then that His people will begin their reign.



The First Resurrectio

At the Second Advent the first resurrection takes place. The 0
righteous, the "blessed and holy," are raised—for "over such
the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of
God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years"

( )

The Righteous Go to Heaven:

After the resurrection of the righteous dead, they and the
living saints are caught up "to meet the Lord in the air" (

). Then Christ will fulfill the promise He
made just before He left this world: "' go to prepare a place
for you. And if | go and prepare a place jgor you, | will come

may be also™ ( . Jesus described the place to which Y4l ; j b,

again and receive you to Myself; that where | am, there you ‘2’: | ¥

He will take His followers as "'"My Father's house,'" where there |}
are "'many mansions,'" or dwelling places ( ). Here
Jesus refers to the New Jerusalem, which does not come to
this earth until the end of the millennium. At the Second
Advent, then, when the righteous "meet the Lord in the air,"
their destination is heaven—not the earth that they have just

left. Christ does not establish His kingdom of glory on the

i

earth at this time. He does that at the end of the millennium. &0 ¥




Daniel 12:2 - The Resurrections

Daniel 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt.

And many of them that sleep - Here we have a
resurrection taking place during the time of
the 7th of the 7 last plagues.

Some to everlasting life and some to shame
and everlasting contempt - The many that
awake, or are resurrected, are a mixed
multitude consisting of some that will gain
eternal life and others that will not. These are
being resurrected at the same time. This
cannot be only the first resurrection that takes
place when Jesus comes as only the righteous
dead are raised in it. (1 Thessalonians 4:16) It
also cannot only be the second resurrection
that takes place at the end of the thousand
ears as only the wicked dead are raised in it.
Revelation 20:4-6, 14-15)
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The Millentium 1n Heaven

L&ST DL VS 1000 YEARS ETERMITY
(il le i
First Second
Eesurrection Eesurrection

— Clrist, Sai ity Deacend
Saints Taken to Heaven t, Saints, City Desce

(both the resrrected dead and the lming) Saints Beign With Christ
(1n Hearren)

Living Wicked Slain Engage in Heview Phase of ludgment  § wWicked Besurrected

Lwacked dead rernain in graves)
Satan Bonund Satan Loosed
(Corfined to earth) (orgarnizes attack on holy city)
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Satan, Sinrers, Effects of 51n
&r Destroyed

Earth Deanlated Earth Eerewed as Eternal

i last plagnes ; earthouake; Horne of the Saints
wrrpact of second advent)




Christ's Enemies Are Slain

Christ compared His return to what happened at the
Flood and in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
( ). His comparison
makes two points: first, that the destruction that came
caught the wicked by surprise; and second, that what
came was destruction—the Flood "'took them all

away'" ). The fire and brimstone that
rained down upon Sodom "'destroyed them all'" (

; see also ). At the Second
Advent Christ will descend from heaven with His
armies as the rider on the white horse whose name is
"King of Kings and Lord of Lords" and strike the
rebellious nations of the world. After the beast and
the false prophet are destroyed, "the rest" of Satan's
followers will die and there will be no survivors, for
they "were killed with the sword which proceeded
from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all

the birds were filled with their flesh" (

Describing this scene, Scripture has said, "The Lord
comes out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the
earth for their iniquity; the earth will also disclose her
blood, and will no more cover her slain" ( ).




Christ's Enemies Are Slain ( )

"When the beast and the false prophet are cast into
the lake of fire (Revelation 19:20), 'the remnant’
(Revelation 19:21), or 'the rest,' of their followers are
slain by the sword of Christ. These are the kings,
captains, mighty men, and 'all men, both free and
bond' (Revelation 19:18). The same classes are
mentioned under the sixth seal, as seeking to hide
from the face of the Lamb (Revelation 6:14-17) when
the heavens depart as a scroll and every mountain
and island is moved. Obviously these scriptures
depict the same earth-shattering event, the second
advent of Christ. "How many are involved in the
death of 'the remnant' (Revelation 19:21)? According
to Revelation 13:8 there will be only two classes on
earth at the time of the advent: 'all that dwell upon @ &
the earth shall worship him [the beast], whose names giifFsagiu., <o
are not written in the book of life.' It is evident, i#“"}%f’ o ) IR
therefore, that when 'the remnant' are 'slain with the S {5wias
sword' (Revelation 19:21), there are no survivors L
except those who have withstood the beast, namely,
those who are written in the book of life (Revelation
13:8)" - SDA Bible Commentary, rev. ed., vol. 7, p. 885




The Earth Becomes Desolate

Since the righteous ascend to be with
the Lord and the wicked are destroyed
at His appearing, the earth stands for a
time without human inhabitants.
Scripture points to such a situation.
Jeremiah said, "/ beheld the earth, and
indeed it was without form, and void; Sl ot
and the heavens, they had no light. | sl SR
beheld the mountains, and indeed they ok
trembled, and all the hills moved back
and forth. | beheld, and indeed there was v
no man" ). Jeremiah's = -~
use of the terminology found in

, "without form, and void," indicates
that the earth is to become as chaoticas
it was at the beginning of Creation. '




Satan Is Bound

The events that take place at this time were foreshadowed in
the scapegoat ritual of the Day of Atonement in Israel's
sanctuary service. On the Day of Atonement the hiﬁh JE
cleansed the sanctuary with the atoning blood of the Lord's
goat. Only after this atonement was fully completed did the
ritual involving Azazel, the goat that symbolized Satan, begin.
Laying his hands on its head, the high priest confessed "'all the
iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions,
concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat'"
( ). And the scapegoat was sent into the
wilderness, "'an uninhabited land"" ( ).

Similarly, Christ, in the heavenly sanctuary, has been ministering
the benefits of His completed atonement to His people; at His A Ry
return He will redeem them and give them eternal life. When He g8
has completed this work of redemption and the cleansing of the §
heavenly sanctuary, He will place the sins of His people upon =V
Satan, the originator and instigator of evil. In no way can it be
said that Satan atones for the sins of believers—Christ has fully M=
done that. But Satan must bear the responsibility of all the sin %

he has caused those who are saved to commit. And as "a fit == -
man" led the scaﬁegoat into an uninhabited land, so God will -
banish Satan to the desolate and uninhabited earth. e




Satan Is Bound ( )

John's vision of the millennium vividly portrayed the
banishment of Satan. He saw that at the beginnin$
of the thousand years "the dragon, that serpent o
old, who is the Devil and Satan" is chained and
confined to "the bottomless pit" ( ).
This symbolically conveys the temporary ending of
Satan's activities of persecution and deception; "he
should deceive the nations no more till the thousand
years were finished" ( ).

The term John uses—"bottomless pit" (Greek,
abussos)—appropriately describes the earth's
condition at this time. Battered by the seven plagues
that immediately precede Christ's coming (see
particularly ) and covered with
the bodies of the wicked, the earth is a scene of
utter desolation.

Confined to this earth, Satan is "bound" by a chain
of circumstances. Since the earth is devoid of any
human life, Satan has no one to tempt or to
persecute. He is bound in the sense that he has
nothing to do.




Events During the Millennium

Christ in Heaven With the Redeemed. At His second advent

Christ takes His followers to heaven, to the dwelling places

He has prepared for them in the New Jerusalem. Like

Moses and the Israelites, the redeemed, filled with

gratitude, sing a song of their deliverance—"the song of

Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb,

saying: ‘Great and marvellous are Your works, Lord God The
Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints!"

( ).
The Saints Reign With Christ:

It is during the millennium that Christ will fulfill His promise
to give the overcomers "'power over the nations'
( ). Daniel saw that after the destruction of
Christ's enemies "'the kingdom and dominion, and the
Ereatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall

e given to the people, the saints of the Most High'" (

). Those whom Christ raises in the first resurrection will
reign with Him for a thousand years ( ). But
in what sense can the saints be said to reign if they are in
heaven and all the wicked are dead? Their reign will consist
of involvement in an important phase of Christ's governing.




The Judgment of the Wicked

John saw that during the millennium the saints -
would be involved in(jud ment; he saw "thrones, and | &
they sat on them, and judgment was committed to
them ( ). This is the time of the e
judgment of Satan and his angels that Scripture notes §

). It's the time when Paul's
declaration that the saints would judge the world
and even the angels ( ) will come to
pass. -

The millennial judgment does not decide who is to be
saved or lost. God makes that decision before the
Second Advent; all those who were not either
resurrected or translated then are forever lost. The
judgment in which the righteous participate serves
the purpose of answering any questions the
righteous may have as to why the wicked are lost.
God wants those to whom He has given eternal life to
have full confidence in His leadership, so He will
reveal to them the operations of His mercy and
justice.




The Judgment of the Wicked ( )

Imagine you were in heaven and you found
that one of your loved ones whom you
certainly expected to be there was not. Such a
case might cause you to question God's
justice—and that kind of doubt lies at the very

ase of sin. To lay to rest forever any occasion
for such doubts—and so to ensure that sin will
never rise again—God will provide the
answers to these questions during this review
phase of the millennial judgment.

In this work the redeemed fulfill a crucial role
in the great controversy between good and
evil. "They will confirm to their eternal
satisfaction how earnestly and patiently God
cared for lost sinners. They will perceive how
heedlessly and stubbornly sinners spurned
and rejected His love. They will discover that
even seemingly mild sinners secretly
cherished ugly selfishness rather than accept
the value system of their Lord and Saviour.

ol
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Satan's Time for Reflection

During the millennium Satan will  ANGELS WHO KEPT NOT KEEP THEIR FIRST ESTATE
suffer intensely. Confined, with his

angels, to a desolate earth, he

cannot carry on the deceptions KEPT IN\\

that had constantly occupied his
time. He is forced to view the DARKNESS
results of his rebellion against God

&
and His law; he must contemplate BQUND WITH

the part he has played in the

controversy between good and EVERI}ASTING '

evil. He can only look to the future

with fear for the dreadful penalty G!CHAINS

he must suffer because of all the ./ ”
evil for which he is responsible. f,




What is Heaven Like - Glory Indescrlbable

| saw the exceeding loveliness and glory of Jesus. His
countenance was brighter than the sun at noonday. His
robe was whiter than the whitest white. How can | ..
describe to you the glories of heaven, and the Iovely
angels singing and p aymg upon their harps of ten
strings!—

Language is altogether too feeble to attempt a
description of heaven. As the scene rises before me, | am
lost in amazement. Carried away with the surpassing
splendour and excellent glory, | lay down the pen and
exclaim, “Oh, what love! what wondrous love!” The most
exalted Ianguage fails to describe the glory of heaven or
the matchless depths of a Saviour's love.—

Human Ianguage is inadequate to describe the reward of
the righteous. It will be known only to those who behold
|t]c (I\SIoollclnlte mind can comprehend the glory of the Paradise
of God.—

If we could have but one view of the celestlal city, we
would never wish to dwell on earth again.—



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/13961.2940001#2940001
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/28.1399#1399
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/132.3047#3047
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/820.9314#9314

Streams, Hills, and Trees

Here we saw the tree of life and the throne of God.
Out of the throne came a pure river of water, and on
either side of the river was the tree of life. On one
side of the river was a trunk of a tree, and a trunk on
the other side of the river, both of pure, transparent ¥
gold. At first | thought | saw two trees. | looked again, i = ==
and saw that they were united at the top inone tree.| =~ =
So it was the tree of life on either side of the river of @ _ SN
life. Its branches bowed to the place where we stood, &
and the fruit was glorious; it looked like gold mixed § L
with silver.— . LDE 287.5

There are ever-flowing streams, clear as crystal, and
beside them waving trees cast their shadows upon
the paths prepared for the ransomed of the Lord.
There the wide-spreading plains swell into hills of
beauty, and the mountains of God rear their lofty
summits. On those peaceful plains, beside those
living streams, God's people, so long pilgrims and
wanderers, shall find a home.—

. LDE 288.1



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/28.89#89
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/132.3047#3047

Flowers, Fruit, and Animals

| saw another field full of all kinds of flowers, and as | plucked them, |

cried out, “They will never fade.” Next | saw a field of tall grass, most

glorious to behold; it was living green and had a reflection of silver and Mt n® )
old, as it waved proudly to the gIorY of King Jesus. Then we entered a N B ey
ield full of all kinds of beasts—the lion, the lamb, the leopard, and & I {57

the wolf, all toEether in perfect union. We passed through the midst

of them, and they followed on peaceably after.

Then we entered a wood, not like the dark woods we have here; no,
no; but light, and all over glorious; the branches of the trees moved
to and fro, and we all cried out, “We will dwell safely in the

wilderness and sleep in the woods.” We passed through the woods,

for we were on our way to Mount Zion....

On the mount was a glorious temple.... There were all kinds of trees |, . 4%
around the temple to beautify the place: the box, the pine, the fir, £
the oil, the myrtle, the pomegranate, and the fig tree bowed down
with the weight of its timely figs—these made the place all over
glorious....

And | saw a table of pure silver; it was many miles in length, yet our
eyes could extend over it. | saw the fruit of the tree of life, the
manna, almonds, figs, pomegranates, EraFes, and many other kinds
of fruit. | asked Jesus to let me eat of the fruit.—




The Vigor of Eternal Youth

All come forth from their graves the same in stature as
when they entered the tomb. Adam, who stands among
the risen throng, is of lofty height and majestic form, in
stature but little below the Son of God. He presents a
marked contrast to the people of later generations; in
this one respect is shown the great degeneracy of the
race. But all arise with the freshness and vigor of eternal
youth.... Restored to the tree of life in the long-lost
Eden, the redeemed will “grow up” ( ) to the
full stature of a race in its primeval glory.—

If Adam, at his creation, had not been endowed with
twenty times as much vital force as men now have, the
race, with their present habits of living in violation of
natural law, would have become extinct.—

None will need or desire repose. There will be no
weariness in doing the will of God and offering praise to
His name. We shall ever feel the freshness of the
morning, and shall ever be far from its close.... The
acquirement of knowledge will not weary the mind or
exhaust the energies.—

Heaven is all health.—



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/1965.47251#47251

Happiness Guaranteed

Jesus lifted the veil from the future life. “In the resurrection,”
He said, “they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but

doctrine that children will be born in the new earth is not a
part of the “sure word of prophecy”....

It is presumption to indulge in suppositions and theories
regarding matters that God has not made known to us in His
Word. We need not enter into speculation regarding our
future state.— :

Workers for God should not spend time speculating as to
what conditions will prevail in the new earth. It is
presumption to indulge in suppositions and theories
regarding matters that the Lord has not revealed. He has
made every provision for our happiness in the future life, and
we are not to speculate regarding His plans for us. Neither are
we to measure the conditions of the future life by the
conditions of this life.— :

are as the angels of God in heaven” | ].— - G

There are men today who express their belief that there will - F
be marriages and births in the new earth, but those who :
believe the Scriptures cannot accept such doctrines. The ’



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/1965.48798#48798
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/130.2960#2960
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/98.1050#1050
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/35.1616#1616

ldentity of the Redeemed Preserved

The resurrection of Jesus was a type of the final AU S
resurrection of all who sleep in Him. The T
countenance of the risen Saviour, His manner, His
speech, were all familiar to His disciples. As Jesus
arose from the dead, so those who sleep in Him are
to rise again. We shall know our friends, even as the
disciples knew Jesus. They may have been deformed,
diseased, or disfigured in this mortal life, and they rise
in perfect health and symmetry, yet in the glorified
body their identity will be perfectly preserved.—

The same form will come forth, but it will be free
from disease and every defect. It lives again, bearin
the same individuality of features, so that friend wi
recognize friend.—

There we shall know even as also we are known.
There the loves and sympathies that God has
planted in the soul will find truest and sweetest
exercise.—



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/130.3952#3952
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/95.525#525
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/29.1608#1608

A Ruddy Complexion and a Robe of Light

As Adam came forth from the hand of his
Creator, he was of noble height, and of
beautiful stmetry. He was more than
twice as tall as men now living upon earth,
and was well proportioned. His features
were perfect and beautiful. His complexion
was neither white, nor sallow, but ruddy,
glowing with the rich tint of health. Eve was
not quite as tall as Adam. Her head reached
a little above his shoulders. She, too, was
noble—perfect in symmetry, and very
beautiful. — .

The sinless |i)air wore no artificial garments;
they were clothed with a covering of light
and glory, such as the angels wear. So long
as they lived in obedience to God, this robe
of light continued to enshroud them.—



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/106.133#133
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/84.123#123

The Joy of Seeing Our Family in Heaven

4

We see a retinue of angels on either side of the
ate, and as we pass in Jesus speaks, “Come, ye
lessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom that is

prepared for you from the foundation of the

world.” Here He tells you to be a partaker of His
joy, and what is that? It is the joy of seeing of the
travail of your soul, fathers. It is the joy of seeing
that your efforts, mothers, are rewarded. Here are

Xou‘rjchildren; the crown of life is upon their
eads.—

God's greatest gift is Christ, whose life is ours,
given for us. He died for us, and was raised for us,
that we might come forth from the tomb to a
glorious companionship with heavenly angels, to
meet our loved ones and to recognize their faces,
for the Christlikeness does not destroy their
image, but transforms it into His glorious image.
Every saint connected in family relationship here
will know each other there.—



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/8.2685#2685
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/100.1894#1894

The Salvation of Infants and Imbemles

As the little infants come forth immortal from their
dusty beds, they immediately wing their way to their
mother's arms. They meet again nevermore to part.
But many of the little ones have no mother there. We
listen in vain for the rapturous song of triumph from
the mother. The angels receive the motherless infants
and conduct them to the tree of life.—

. LDE 293.1

Some questioned whether the little children of even
believing parents should be saved, because they have
had no test of character and all must be tested and
their character determined by trial. The question is
asked, “How can little children have this test and
trial?” | answer that the faith of the believing parents
covers the children, as when God sent His judgments
upon the first-born of the Egyptians.... LDE 293.2



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/99.1528#1528

The Salvation of Infants and Imbeciles ( )

Whether all the children of unbelieving parents
will be saved we cannot tell, because God has not e WL e
made known His purpose in regard to this matter, [EUR TS S et %
and we had better leave it where God has left it iwr .
and dwell upon subjects made plain in His
Word.—

In regard to the case of A, you see him as he now
is and deplore his simplicity. He is without the S b
consciousness of sin. The grace of God will remove i
all this hereditary, transmitted imbecility, and he E
will have an inheritance among the saints in light.
To you the Lord has given reason. A is a child as far |
as the capacity of reason is concerned, but he has
the submission and obedience of a child.—



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/100.1875#1875
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/52.1055#1055

Tribute to Faithful Mothers

When the judgment shall sit, and the The Resurrection Of The Dead
Ezek 37:1-14, Dan 12:2, Jn 5:28-29,

books shall be opened; when the “well
done” of the great Judge is pronounced,

and the crown of immortal glory is placed [ ?O';,IS’SZ’ 1 Thessd:16
upon the brow of the victor, many will R L/ | b g
raise their crowns in sight of the
assembled universe and, pointing to their
mother, say, “She made me all | am
through the grace of God. Her instruction,
her prayers, have been blessed to my
eternal salvation.”—

The angels of God immortalize the names
of the mothers whose efforts have won
their children to Jesus Christ.—



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/76.1696#1696
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/8.2690#2690

The Reward of the Winner of Souls

When the redeemed stand before God, precious souls
will resEond to their names who are there because of
the faithful, patient efforts put forth in their behalf,
the entreaties and earnest persuasions to flee to the
Stronghold. Thus those who in this world have been
Iabour;jers together with God will receive their
reward.—

When the gates of that beautiful city on high are swung
back on their glittering hinges, and the nations that
have kept the truth shall enter in, crowns of glory will
be placed on their heads, and they will ascribe honor
and glory and majesty to 'God. And at that time some
will come to you, and will say, “If it had not been for the
words you spoke to me in kindness, if it had not been
for your tears and supplications and earnest efforts, |
should never have seen the King in His beauty.” What a
reward is this! How insignificant is the praise of human
beings in this earthly, transient life, in comparison with
the infinite rewards that await the faithful in the future,
immortal lifel —



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/112.1120#1120
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/311.78#78

Our Dispositions Unchanged

If you would be a saint in heaven you must
first be a saint on earth. The traits of
character you cherish in life will not be
changed by death or by the resurrection. You
will come up from the grave with the same
disposition you manifested in your home and
in society. Jesus does not change the
character at His coming. The work of
transformation must be done now. Our daily
lives are determining our destiny. Defects of
character must be repented of and overcome
through the grace of Christ, and a
symmetrical character must be formed while
in this probationary state, that we may be
fitted for the mansions above.—

. LDE 295.1



https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/67.377#377

Heaven's Peaceful and Loving Atmosphere

The peace and harmonx of the heavenly courts
will not be marred by the presence of one who
is rough or unkind.—

Everything in heaven is noble and elevated. All
seek the interest and happiness of others. No
one devotes himself to Iookinlg out and caring
for self. It is the chief joy of al hoI\Lbeings to
\Arl‘itness the joy and happiness of those around
them.—

| seemed to be there where all was peace,
where no stormy conflicts of earth could ever
come—heaven, a kingdom of righteousness
where all the holy and pure and blest are
congregated, ten thousand times ten thousand fgZ=
and thousands of thousands, living and walking £™5
in happy, pure intimacy, praising God and the

Lamb who sitteth on the throne.
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Heaven's Peaceful and Loving Atmosphere ( )

Their voices were in perfect harmony. They never do « . = 3% %3 *'*{ -
each other wrong. Princes of heaven, the potentates g% 4. S SaEE =Rl .
of this mighty realm, are rivals only in ﬁood, seeking W& SEES AT egen i
the happiness and#'oy of each other. The greatest “‘Mbﬁ Sk 1 A
there is least in self-esteem, and the least is greatest | & “‘& g, Y S
in his gratitude and wealth of love. k.{ TR o % gt .
There are no dark errors to cloud the intellect. Truth piSes (N
and knowledge, clear, strong, and perfect, have ot | BS e
chased every doubt away, and no gloom of doubt el

casts its baleful shadow upon its happy inhabitants. k@

No voices of contention mar the sweet and perfect ;
peace of heaven. Its inhabitants know no sorrow,
no grief, no tears. All is in Berfect harmony, in

perfect order and perfect bliss....

Heaven is a home where sym||(oathy is alive in every _
heart, expressed in every look. Love reigns there.
There are no jarring elements, no discord or
contentions or war of words.—

‘*’
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No Temptation and No Sin

No tree of knowledge of good and
evil will afford opportunity for
temptation. No tempter is there,
no possibility of wrong.—

. LDE 297.1
| heard shouts of triumph from the
angels and from the redeemed
saints which sounded like ten
thousand musical instruments,
because they were to be no more
annoyed and tempted by Satan
and because the inhabitants of
other worlds were delivered from
his presence and his

temptations.—
. LDE 297.2
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Communion With the Father and the Son

The people of God are privileged to hold open communion
with the Father and the Son.... We shall see Him face to face,
without a dimming veil between.—

We shall ever dwell with and enjoy the light of His precious
countenance. My heart leaps with joy at the cheering
prospect!—

Heaven is where Christ is. Heaven would not be heaven to L " &
those who love Christ, if He were not there.— r_ ' . .

There will be a close and tender relationship between God and Y. (
the risen saints.— 1\ |
: % O

il
:

Casting at the feet of the Redeemer the crowns that He has
Flace on our heads, and touching our golden harps, we shall|
ill all heaven with praise to Him that sitteth on the throne.—

If, during this life, they are loyal to God, the will at last “see
His face; and His name shall be in their ‘foreheads” (

). And what is the happiness of heaven but to see God?
What greater joy could come to the sinner saved by the grace
'c:>f %hrlgt than to look upon the face of God and know Him as

ather?—
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Fellowship With Angels and the Faithful of AII Ages

Every redeemed one will understand the ministry of angels in
his own life. The angel who was his guardian from his earliest .
moment, the angel who watched his steps and covered his head | e
in the day of peril, the angel who was with him in the valley of EeES=
the shadow of death who marked his resting place, who was
the first to greet him in the resurrection morning— —what will it
be to hold converse with him, and to learn the history of divine
interposition in the individual life, of heavenly cooperation in
every work for humanity!—

From what dangers, seen and unseen, we have been preserved
through the interposition of the angels we shall never know,
until in the light of eternity we see the prowdences of God.—

The loves and sympathies WhICh God Himself has planted in
the soul shall there find truest and sweetest exercise. The pure
communion with holy beings, the harmonious social life with
the blessed anﬁels and with the faithful ones of all ages who
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb, the sacred ties that bind together “the whole family
in heaven and earth” ( )—these help to
constitute the happiness of the redeemed.—

“\.
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“The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but
to minister” | ]. Christ's work below is His
work above, and our reward for working with Him in
this world will be the greater power and wider privilege S S SN
of working with Him in the world to come. “Yearemy .+ <% =& bRz
witnesses, saith the Lord, that | am God” | . T N
This also we shall be in eternity.

For what was the great controversy permitted to
continue throughout the ages? Why was it that Satan's
existence was not cut short at the outset of his
rebellion?—It was that the universe might be
convinced of God's justice in His dealing with evil; that
sin might receive eternal condemnation. In the plan of
redemption there are heights and depths that eternity
itself can never exhaust, marvels into which the angels
desire to look. The redeemed only, of all created beings,
have in their own experience known the actual conflict
with sin; they have wrought with Christ and, as even the
angels could not do, have entered into the fellowship of
His sufferings; will they have no testimony as to the
science of redemption—nothing that will be of worth to
unfallen beings?—

Bearing Testimony to Unfallen Beings
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Praising God In Rich, Melodious Music

There will be music there, and song, such music and
song as, save in the visions of God, no mortal ear
has heard or mind conceived....

The song which the ransomed ones will sing—the
sonoF of their experience—will declare the glory of
God: “Great and marvelous are Thy works, O Lord
God, the Almighty; righteous and true are Thy ways,
Thou King of the ages. Who shall not fear, O Lord, and
glorify il'hy name? for Thou only art holy” |

There is one angel who always leads, who first
touches the harp and strikes the note, then all join
in the rich, perfect music of heaven. It cannot be
described. It is melody, heavenly, divine.—

Not as a man of sorrows, but as a glorious and
triumphant king He will stand upon Olivet, while
Hebrew hallelujahs mingle with Gentile hosannas,
and the voices of the redeemed as a mighty host
sll'll?ll swell the acclamation, Crown Him Lord of
alll—
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Searching Out the Treasures of the Umverse

There, when the veil that darkens our vision shall be removed, and
our eyes shall behold that world of beauty of which we now catch
E'Impses through the microscope, when we look on the glories of the

eavens, now scanned afar through the teIescoEe when, the blight of
Sin removed the whole earth shall appear “in the beaut of the Lord
our God,” what a field will be open to our study! There the student
of science may read the records of creation and discern no reminders
of the law of evil. He may listen to the music of nature's voices and
detect no note of wailing or undertone of sorrow..

All the treasures of the universe will be open to the study of God's
children. With unutterable delight we shall enter into the joy and
the wisdom of unfallen beings. We shall share the treasures gained
through aEes upon ages spent in contemplation of God's

handiwor

Unfettered by mortality, they wing the|r tireless flight to worlds
afar—worlds that thrilled with sorrow at the spectacle of human
woe, and rang with songs of gladness at the tidings of a ransomed
soul.... With undimmed vision they gaze upon the glory of
creation—suns and stars and systems, all in their appointed order
circling the throne of Deity. Upon all thmgs from the least to the
greatest, the Creator's name is written, and in all are the riches of His *
power displayed.—
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Sacred History Reviewed

The redeemed throng will range from world
to world, and much of their time will be
employed in searching out the mysteries of
redemption.—

. LDE 301.3

The themes of redemption will employ the . P~ ‘ |
hearts and minds and tongues of the G e n e S l S

redeemed through the everlasting ages. They /
will understand the truths which Christ
longed to open to His disciples, but which
they did not have faith to grasp. Forever and Revelahons
forever new views of the perfection and \ _,Q; |
glory of Christ will appear. Through endless The B%g‘\g-l
ages will the faithful householder bring forth
from his treasure things new and old.—

. LDE 301.4

-r,';_a

g and the End.
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Sacred History Reviewed ( )

Then will be opened before him the course of the

great conflict that had its birth before time began,
and that ends only when time shall cease. The COMPLETE

history of the inception of sin, of fatal falsehood in
its crooked working, of truth that, swerving not
from its own straight lines, has met and conquered

error—all will be made manifest. The veil that
interposes between the visible and the invisible OF THE

world will be drawn aside and wonderful things

will be revealed.— : OR L D
Though the griefs and pains and temptations of

earth are ended and the cause removed, the

Eeople of God will ever have a distinct, intelligent B RICHARD OVERY
nowledge of what their salvation has cost.... _

Our Redeemer will ever bear the marks of His
crucifixion. UAoon His wounded head, upon His
side, His hands and feet, are the only traces of the

cruel work that sin has wrought.— ok

4
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Life's Perplexities Explained

All the perplexities of life's experience will then be made
plain. Where to us have appeared onl(]/ confusion and
disagpointment, broken purposes and thwarted plans,
will be seen a grand, overruling, victorious purpose, a
divine harmony.— :

There Jesus will lead us beside the living stream flowing
from the throne of God and will explain to us the dark
providences through which on this earth He brought us
In order to perfect our characters.—

All that has perplexed us in the providences of God will
in the world to come be made plain. The things hard to
be understood will then find explanation. The mysteries
of grace will unfold before us. Where our finite minds
discovered only confusion and broken promises, we shall
see the most perfect and beautiful harmony. We shall
know that infinite love ordered the experiences that
seemed most trxing. As we realize the tender care of Him
who makes all things work together for our good, we
shall rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.—
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The Outworking of Every Noble Deed

All who have wrought with unselfish spirit will behold the fruit
of their labours. The outworkinﬁ of every right principle and
noble deed will be seen. Something of this we see here. But
how little of the result of the world's noblest work is in this life
manifest to the doer! How many toil unselfishly and unweariedly
for those who pass beyond their reach and knowledge! Parents
and teachers lie down in their last sleep, their lifework seeming
to have been wrought in vain; they know not that their
faithfulness has unsealed springs of blessing that can never
cease to flow; only by faith they see the children they have
trained become a benediction and an inspiration to their fellow
men, and the influence repeat itself a thousand fold. |

Many a worker sends out into the world messages of strength
and hope and courage, words that carry blessing to hearts in
every land, but of the results he, toiling in loneliness and
obscurity, knows little. So gifts are bestowed, burdens are
borne, labour is done. Men sow the seed from which, above R .
their graves, others reap blessed harvests. They plant trees, 3 L
that others may eat the fruit. They are content here to know g/ '
that they have set in motion agencies for good. In the hereafter R
the action and reaction of all these will be seen.—
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Our Joy Will Constantly Increase

There are m¥steries in the plan of redemption—the humiliation
of the Son of God, that He might be found in fashion as a man,
the wonderful love and condescension of the Father in yielding
up His Son—that are to the heavenly angels subjects of continual
amazement.... And these will be the study of the redeemed
through eternal ages. As they contemplate the work of God in
creation and redemption, new truth will continually unfold to
the wondering and delighted mind. As they learn more and more
of the wisdom, the love, and the power of God, their minds will
be constantly expanding, and their joy will continually increase.—

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer and still WHAT IS JOY IN THE BIBLE?
more glorious revelations of God and of Christ. As knowledge is Biblical Definition
progressive, so will love, reverence, and happiness increase. The

more men learn of God, the greater will be their admiration of

His character. As Jesus opens before them the riches of

redemption and the amazing achievements in the great

controversy with Satan, the hearts of the ransomed thrill with

more fervent devotion, and with more rapturous joy they sweep

the harps of gold; and ten thousand times ten thousand and

thousands of thousands of voices unite to swell the mighty

chorus of praise.— :
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Ever an Infinity Beyond

Every power will be developed, every capability increased. The grandest
enterprises will be carried forward, the loftiest aspirations will be reached, i
the highest ambitions realized. And still there will arise new heights to & oot
surmount, new wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend, fresh R % N
objects to call forth the powers of body and mind and soul.— = o e N

However far we may advance in the knowledge of God's wisdom and His
power, there is ever an infinity beyond.—

"IF YOU CAN TRUST (
' TOSAVE YOU EOR

All the paternal love which has come down from generation to generation
through the channel of human hearts, all the springs of tenderness which =~~~ .,
have opened in the souls of men, are but as a tiny rill to the boundless : Ctef 1
ocean when compared with the infinite, exhaustless love of God. Tongue [,

cannot utter it; pen cannot portray it. You may meditate upon it every day of =
your life; you may search the Scriptures diligently in order to understand it; |
you may summon every power and capability that God has given you, in the |
endeavor to comprehend the love and compassion of the heavenly Father;
and yet there is an infinity beyond. You may study that love for ages; yet you
can never fully comprehend the length and the breadth, the depth and the
hei%ht, of the love of God in giving His Son to die for the world. Eternity

itself can never fully reveal it.— :
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The Whole Universe Declares That God Is Love

The great controversy is ended. Sin
and sinners are no more. The A Psa | m S
entire universe is clean. One pulse ] + T
of harmony and gladness beats of David bl
through the vast creation. From Psalm 24:1 -
Him who created all, flow life and
light and gladness, throughout the
realms of illimitable space. From
the minutest atom to the greatest
world, all things, animate and
inanimate, in their unshadowed
beauty and perfect joy, declare
that God is love.—

The earth is the Lord’s
and all its fullness,
= .- The world and those
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God has given all:
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Revelation 12:12

« ... for the devil is come down unto you, ;

having great wrath, because he knoweth that

I




Enter The Ark of Hope

And other sheep I The Ark of the Covenant

have, which are not of
this fold: them also I
must bring, and they
shall hear my voice;
and there shall be one
fold, and one
shepherd.

— John 10:16
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Behold, I stand at
the door, and
knock: if any man
hear my voice,
and open the door,
I will come in to
him, and will sup
with him, and he
with me. -
Revelation 3:20







