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Enter The Ark of Hope

The Great Controversy between God and
Satan is primarily over

Who will you Choose?




Geft into the Ark
Sanctuary

And let them
make me a
sanctuary;

that | may dwell

among them.
— Exodus 25:8

Psalms 77:13




Health Snippet — Nutrition: Fats

Fats are nutrients that give you energy. Fats have 9
calories in each gram. Fats help in the absorption of fat-
soluble vitamins A, D, E, and K. There are 3 Types of fats:
1. Saturated fat: is solid at room temperature, It is mostly
in animal foods: milk, cheese, meat, etc...
2. Trans fat: This is a fat that has been changed by a
process called hydrogenation.
3. Unsaturated fat: good for your heart, your cholesterol
& overall health. Lowers risk of heart disease and stroke.
Monounsaturated fat: This fat is in avocado, nuts, and
vegetable oils, such as canola, olive, and peanut oils.
Polyunsaturated fat: mainly in vegetable oils such as
safflower, sunflower, sesame, soybean, and corn oils. Unsaturated Fats Saturated Fats Trans Fats
Omega-3 fatty acids are found in foods from plants like (Poly & Mono)
soybean oil, canola oil, walnuts, and flaxseed. &
Omega-6 fatty acids are found mostly in liquid
vegetable oils - soybean oil, corn oil, and safflower oil. ‘/‘\
There are two types of fat that should be eaten very \&“ -
sparingly: Saturated and Trans fatty acids. Both can raise |
cholesterol levels, clog arteries, and increase the risk for

/ A
heart disease and stroke. k‘/ "'-iég"g v
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Can We Trust
Bible Prophecy?
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Yes we Can!

Leviticus 3:17.

"It shall be a perpetual statute for your
generations throughout all your dwellings,
that ye eat neither fat nor blood.”
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Introduction

The universal church is composed of all who truly
believe in Christ, but in the last days, a time of
widespread apostasy, a remnant has been called out SEVENTH-DAY
to keep the commandments of God and the faith of ADVENTIST
Jesus. This remnant announces the arrival of the C

judOFment hour, proclaims salvation through Christ, I sl ¥ AU
and heralds the approach of His second advent.

This proclamation is symbolized by the three angels
of : it coincides with the work of

judgment in heaven and results in a work of e Lés_T
rei)entance and reform on earth. Every believer is g];;ssgwf e
called to have a personal part in this worldwide hOowe 8

withess. —

“The world needs today what it needed nineteen
hundred years ago-a revelation of Christ. A great
work of reform is demanded, and it is only through
the grace of Christ that the work of restoration,
physical, mental, and spiritual, can be
accomplished.” —

=

| # The Three Angels’
=¥ Messages Of

£ "= " Revelation 14:6-12 §



https://ssnet.org/lessons/16c/helps/lesshp12.html#mh139

Remnant in the Bible

- And God sent me before you
to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and !

to save your lives by a great deliverance.

- And the remnant that is
escaped of the house of Judah shall yet again
take root downward, and bear fruit upward.
For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a
remnant, and they that escape out of mount
Zl/;on: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do
this.

Except the LORD of hosts had left
unto us a very small remnant, we should
have been as Sodom, and we should have
been like unto Gomorrah.

Esaias also crieth concerning
Israel, Though the number of the children of
Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant
shall be saved:

- X



Did God Reject His People?

- I say then, Hath God cast away his
people? God forbid. For | also am an Israelite, of the AF
seed of Abranham, of the tribe of Benjamin.

2 God hath not cast away his people which he
foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias?
how he maketh intercession to God against Israel,
saying,

3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down
thine altars; and | am left alone, and they seek my life.

4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? | have
reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not
bowed the knee to the image of Baal.

5 Even so then at this present time also there is a ;
remnant according to the election of grace. 1\

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise | A " N
grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it ¥ ;
no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

4
”
.4-



Lets review Revelation 12

The great red dragon crouches, ready.
Already it has brought about the downfall of
one third of heaven's angels (

. Now, if it can devour the infant about to
be born, it will have won the war.

The woman standing before it is garbed with
the sun and has the moon under her feet and
wears a crown of twelve stars. The male Child |
to whom she gives birth is destined to "rule
all nations with a rod of iron." .

The dragon pounces, but its efforts to kill the ¢
Child are in vain. Instead, the Child is "caught
up to God and to His throne." Enraged, the
dragon turns its wrath against the mother,

who is miraculously given wings and is taken
to a remote place specially prepared by God,
where He nourishes her for a time and times
and half a time—3 1/2 years, or 1260
prophetic days ( ).




The 2 women of Revelation

In Biblical prophecy, a pure woman represents God's
faithful church. A woman depicted as a fornicator or
adulteress represents God's people who have
apostatized ( |

The dragon, the "serpent of old, called the Devil and
Satan,"” was waiting to devour the male Child, the
long-expected Messiah, Jesus Christ. Satan, warring
against his arch-enemy Jesus, used as his instrument
the Roman empire. Nothing, not even death on the
cross, could deter Jesus from His mission as Saviour of ’ .
oA

humanity.

At the cross, Christ defeated Satan. Speaking of the
crucifixion, Christ said, "'Now is the judgment of this
world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out'"

| ). Revelation describes heaven's hymn of
victory: "'Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom
t

gl
J"" .

of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for
e accuser of our brethren, who accused them before
our God day and night, has been cast down...



Woe to the Inhabitants of the earth!

Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who
dwell in them!"" (

-

Satan's expulsion from heaven restricted  nmeor OUR
his works. No longer could Satan accuse CHRIST ¢ ikl DAY
God's people before the heavenly beings. ' o

But while heaven rejoices, earth must take 1260 YEARS ]
warning: "'Woe to the inhabitants of the . 4 {
earth and the sea! For the devil has come Bt

down to you, having great wrath, because PAC " -._ 799},},?,,,,0
he knows that he has a short time'" -

( ) " Dan 7:25... Atime, and times, and half a time \
To vent his anger Satan began persecuting P ", UeaCRRRET 1 600
th _th h h \ Rev 11.2 .. Forty - two months

€ WOmar.I ec urg ( : Rev 11:3... Onethousand two hundred and sixty days . .

), whlch, though it suffered greatly, PAPACY Rev 12:6 .. Onethousand two hundred and sixty days r PIUS VI

nevertheless survived. Sparse|y popu|ated ove{zmnn::s | Rev 12:14... Atime, and times, snd half a time IMPRISONED BY §
areas of the earth—"the wilderness"— OSTHOGOTHS J Rov 135.. Forty - two months s
provided refuge for God's faithful during . ‘ .
the 1260 prophetic days or 1260 literal

years ( )

N

"




Some Questions that need Answers

At the end of this wilderness experience
God's people emerge in response to signs
of the soon return of Christ. John identifies
this faithful group as "the remnant. ..
which keep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ"

( ). The devil particularly
hates this remnant ( ).

* When and where did this persecution
take place?

* How did it come about?
* When did the remnant begin to appear?
 What is its mission?

The answer to these questions requires a
review of both Scripture and history.




The Great Apostasy

The persecution of the Christian church was brought about
at first by pagan Rome, then by apostasy within its own
ranks. This apostasy was no surprise—John, Paul, and
Christ predicted it.

During His last major discourse, Jesus warned His disciples of
the coming deception. "'Take heed that no one deceives you,
""He said, "'for false Christs and false prophets will arise and
show great signs and wonders, so as to deceive, if possible,
even the elect'” ( ). His followers would
experience a period of "great tribulation,"” but they would
survive ( ). Impressive signs in nature
would mark the end of this persecution and would reveal
the nearness of Christ's return ( ).

Paul too warned: "For | know this, that after my departing
shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the
flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them." (

). These "wolves" would lead the church to "the
apostasy,” or "falling away."




The Great Apostasy ( )

This apostasy must occur before Christ's return, Paul
said. It was such a certainty that the fact that it had
not yet taken place was a sure sign that Christ's
coming was not yet imminent. "Let no man deceive
you by any means: for that day shall not come, except T ..
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be &= /" 85
revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and L X z
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is &
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of &
God, sj ewing himself that he is God." ( 2
Even during Paul's time this apostasy was already at
work in a limited way. His method of operation was /[l
satanic, "with all power, signs and lying wonders, and J//j
with all unrighteous deception” ( |

). Before the end of the first century John stated
that "many false prophets have gone out into the
world." Indeed, he said, "the spirit of the Antichrist"
is "already in the world" ( ).




How did this apostate system come about?
"As the church left its 'first love' ( J, it il it
forfeited its purity of doctrine, its high standards of
personal conduct, and the invisible bond of unity
provided by the Holy Spirit. In worship, formalism
replaced simplicity. Popularity and personal power came
more and more to determine the choice of leaders who
first assumed increasing authority within the local church,
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then sought to extend their authority over neighbouring
"Administration of the local church under the guidance of "%
the Holy Spirit eventually gave way to ecclesiastical !
authoritarianism at the hands of a single official, the
bishop, to whom every church member was personally
subject and through whom alone he had access to
salvation. Henceforth leadership thought only of ruling
the church instead of servinﬁ it, and the 'greatest’ was no
longer one who considered himself 'servant of all.’ Thus,

gradually, developed the concept of a priestly hierarchy
that interposed between the individual and his Lord."



The Ascendancy of the "Man of Sin"

As the importance of the individual and the local church
eroded, the bishop of Rome emerged as the supreme power in Fil
Christianity. With the assistance of the emperor this highest | |
bishop, or ﬁope, was recognized as the visible head of the
universal church, invested with supreme authority over all
church leaders throughout the world.

Under the leadership of the papacy, the Christian church .
plunied into yet-deeper apostasy. The increasing pc:fularity of & I
the church accelerated its decline. Lowered standards caused &y
the unconverted to feel comfortable in the church. Multitudes €+
knowing very little of genuine Christianity joined the church in "____
name only, bringing their pagan doctrines, images, modes of
worship, celebrations, feasts, and symbolism with them.

These compromises between paganism and Christianit¥ led to
the formation of the "man of sin” —a gigantic system of false

religion, a mixture of truth and error. The Jorolphecy of 2 -
Thessalonians 2 does not condemn individuals, but exposes the | |
religious system responsible for the great apostasy. Many =

believers within this system, however, belong to God's universal
church because they live according to all the light that they have.




The Suffering Churc

With the decline of spirituality, the church of Rome

developed a more secular profile with closer ties to the
imperial ﬁ_overnment. Church and state were united in an
unholy alliance.

In his classic The City of God, Augustine, one of the most
influential church Fathers, set forth the Catholic ideal of a
universal church in control of a universal state. Augustine’s
thinking laid the foundation of medieval papal theology.

In A.D. 533, in a letter incorporated in the Code of Justinian,
the emperor Justinian declared the bishop of Rome head over
all the churches. He also recognized the pope's influence in
eliminating heretics. -

When Justinian's general Belisarius liberated Rome in A.D.
538, the bishOﬁ of Rome was freed from the control of the
Ostrogoths, whose Arianism had resulted in their restricting
the developing Catholic Church. Now the bishop could
exercise the prerogatives Justinian's decree of A.D. 533 had
granted him; he could increase the authority of the "Holy
See." Thus began the 1260 years of persecution as Bible
prophecy foretold ( ).

- describe how early

The Suﬁei-iﬁg Chu.rch"

Christians were persecuted.

What would you do if
someone wanted to stop

you worshipping or learning
Bl about Jesus ?

To explain why they.were
persecuted 3’.\\
\ -
To reflect upon how St Paul,
___Peter and St Stephen can be Q
an example for ustoday. e oL




The Suffering Church (

Tragically, the church, with the assistance of the state, tried e
to force its decrees and teachings on all Christians. Man
surrendered their beliefs out of fear of persecution, while
those faithful to the scriptural teachings experienced
severe persecution. The Christian world became a
battlefield. Many were imprisoned or executed in the
name of God! During the 1260-year persecution millions of
faithful believers experienced great suffering while many
paid for their loyalty to Christ with death. - "Persecution’,
Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics.

Every drop of blood spilled put a stain on the name of God
and Jesus Christ. Nothing has done more harm to the cause
of Christianity than this ruthless persecution. The grossly
distorted view of the character of God given by these
actions of the church, and the doctrines of purgatory and
eternal torment, led many to reject Christianity altogether.

Long before the Reformation, voices within the Catholic

Church protested against its merciless killing of opponents, 4 o

its arrogant claims and demoralizing corruption.
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The Suffering Church ( )

The church's unwillingness to reform gave birth to the
Protestant Reformation in the sixteenth century. Its success was i
a great blow to the authority and prestige of the church of Rome.
Through the Counter Reformation the papacy carried on a bloody |
struggle to crush the Reformation, but it gradually lost the battle |
against the forces striving for civil and religious freedom.

Finally, in 1798, 1260 years after A.D. 538, the Roman Catholic
Church received a deadly blow ( ). The
spectacular victories of Napoleon's armies in Italy placed the b
pope at the mercy of the French revolutionary government, 1798
which saw the Roman religion as the irreconcilable enemy of
the Republic. The French government directed Napoleon to take
the pope prisoner. At his orders General Berthier entered Rome
and proclaimed the political rule of the paipacy at an end. Taking
ahe ope _claptive, Berthier carried him off to France, where he
ied in exile. -

The overthrow of the papacy was the culmination of a long A !‘
series of events associated with its progressive decline. That

event marks the end of the prophetic period of 1260 years. Many || [JIEAIDELY WD»U‘/W/),«J

Protestants interpreted this event as a fulfilment of prophecy.



The Reformation

Unscriptural doctrines based on tradition, relentless GOD'S Sabbath Rest-
persecution of dissenters, corruption, and the
spiritual declension of many of the clergy were Why So Many Denomma 1ons:
among the major factors that caused people to cry

out for reforms within the established church. ;’F
The Doctrinal Issues: ﬂ » ’ {

The following are examples of the un-Biblical
The Great Men ' ; '[

doctrines that helped foster the Protestant
Reformation and still separate Protestants and
Roman Catholics.

1. The head of the church on earth is the vicar of ., d of the \
Christ: This doctrine claims that only the bishop of | @& ? ,
Rome is the vicar or representative of Christ on Reformatlon }

earth and the visible head of the church. In contrast
to the Biblical view of church leadership, this
doctrine was based on the assumptions that Christ
made Peter the visible head of the church and that
the pope is Peter's successor. -




2. The infallibility of the Church and its head

The doctrine that contributed most
strongly to the prestige and influence

of the church of Rome was that of its [ CORRECTING MISCONCEPTIONS ON:
infallibility. The church claimed it had PAPAL INFALLIBILITY
never erred, and never would. It based TR
. . . r Infallibility is only conferred on papal
thIS teaChlng on the fO"OWlng _ pronouncements which are solemnly
reasoning, which finds no Biblical 2o M T
Support Because the ChurCh iS diVine, i iy pope as a private individual, or even
H H H : > 4N as a priest, the bishop of Rome or the
one qf its mheren'g gttrlbgtes is L et
infallibility. In addition, since God % pope ex cathedra (literally “from the
e . LN vy | chair” - meaning that he is formally
Intendedl through thls dIVIn.e ChurChl 2l " RE defining something as infallible) is
to lead all peop|e of good will to . |\ 74| infallibility invofdd Sufch instanc;es
. . o ' r ryr 1 - rer than
heaven, she must be infallible in BRI N ooy non-catnolios think,
teaching faith and morals. Christ, then,

Wi" preserve her from a" error through facebook.com/catholicsknowtheanswerofficialpage
the power of the Holy Spirit.

-



2. The infallibility of the church and its

head (

The logical corollary, which denies the basic
corruptness of humans, is that the church's leader
must also be infallible. Later, the doctrine of papal
infallibility was based on the assumption that

(1) "infallibility as an attribute of a divine church is
necessarily found in its fullness in her headship";

)

}%{ Peter was infallible in teaching faith and morals, |

the pope has inherited from Peter the
attributes of the divine church. It was concluded
that when speaking ex cathedra "the Pope is an
infallible Teacher in Faith and Morals"
| ). Ex cathedra in Latin literally
means "from the chair." In reference to the pope it
refers to his official pronouncements addressed
to the Catholic Church. -

Accordingly Catholic literature claimed divine
prerogatives for its leader.

"

_INFALLIBLE or NOT?

0 which scenarios did the Pope exercise his infallibtty?

A. Pope Piux XII declares Assumption
of Mary as dogma (1950)

B, Pope Francis changes catechizm on death penaity;

teath penalty Is now inadmissible (2015)

C. Pope Paul V rejects Galileo’s claim of a
hellocentric solar system (1616)

’
g D. Decisions of Popes regarding apparitions

E. Pope Francis shows support to same-sex
civil unions during an interview
(2020)




3. The eclipse of Christ's high-priestly

mediatorial ministry

As the influence of the church of Rome e
increased, the attention of believers was Y |

shifted away from Christ's continual *LI FE
mediatorial work as High Priest in heaven '

—the antitype of the continual daily P

sacrifices of the Old Testament sanctuary € |
services —to an earthly priesthood with its F % A
leader in Rome. Instead of trusting in Christ C1S

for forgiveness of sins and eternal salvation, gte Vicar of Christ
believers placed their faith in popes, 1 Saint Peter
priests, and prelates. Contradicting the New o Today. -
Testament teaching of the priesthood of all ‘ oy
believers, the clergy's ministry of absolution
was now believed to be vital for salvation. s

Christ's priestly ministry in heaven, where
He cgnstantl.¥.applles the benebfl'ti? of His Vicar: (From Latin) vicarius, a substitute,
atoning sacritice to repentant believers, was Anti: (From Greek) against, opposite, instead of,
effectually negated when the church Vicar of Christ = Anti Christ

substituted the mass for the Lord's Supper.




3. The eclipse of Christ's high-priestly

mediatorial ministry ( )
Unlike the Lord's Supper—a service that w M

Jesus instituted to commemorate _His
death and to foreshadow His coming ’s o

FRES TR )
{8
o ‘

' |

N I,
o
N g

1 . \\ ‘y", - . ?" ' ‘,.f

¢

¢ - o . | w5 . :
e
J y - B
\ ¢ p

kingdom —the Catholic Church claims the 9k
mass to be a human priest's unbloody
sacrifice of Christ to God. Because Christ is
offered again, as He was at Calvary, the  ®
mass was considered to bring special grace
to believers and the deceased. - Source By
Book, p. 614

Iinorant of the Scriptures, knowing only
the mass conducted by a human
priesthood, multitudes lost the blessing of
direct access to our Mediator Jesus Christ.
Thus the promise and invitation, "Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need." (Hebrews
4:16), was obliterated.
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4. The meritorious nature of good works

The prevalent view that by doing good works a person
could obtain the merit vital for salvation, that faith
could not save, contradicted the New Testament's
teachinﬁ. The Catholic Church taught that the good
works that were the result of grace infused into the
sinner's heart were meritorious, which meant that they
gave an individual a just claim to salvation. In fact, one
could perform more good works than were necessary -
for salvation—as was the case with the saints—and N
thus accumulate extra merits. This extra merit couldbe &
used for the benefit of others. Because the church held g
that sinners were justified on the basis of the |
righteousness infused into their hearts, good works
played an important role in a person's justification.

Meritorious works also played an important role in the
doctrine of purgatory, which asserts that those who are
not perfectly pure must bear a cleansing, temporal
punishment for their sins in purgatory before they
enter into the joys of heaven. By their prayers and good |
works, living believers could shorten the duration and
the intensity of the suffering of those in purgatory.




5. The doctrine of penance and indulgences

Penance is the sacrament by which Christians may obtain forgiveness for

sins committed after baptism. This forgiveness of sins is accomplished AN
through the absolution of a priest, but before it can be obtained, INTRODUCTION
Christians must examine their consciences, repent for their sins, and T0
resolve to nevermore offend God. Then they must confess their sins to INDULGENCES

the priest and perform the penance—some task assigned by the priest.

Penance, however, did not completely release sinners. They still had to
bear the temﬁoral punishment either in this life or in purgatory. To
take care of this punishment the church instituted indulgences, which
provided the remission of the temporal punishment that remained
due on account of sin after the guilt had been absolved. Indulgences,
which could benefit both the living and those in purgatory, were
granted on condition of penitence and the performance of prescribed
good works, often in the form of payment of money to the church.

It was the extra merits of the martyrs, saints, apostles, and especially
Jesus Christ and Mary, that made indulgences possible. Their merits
were deposited in a "treasury of merit" and were transferable to those
believers whose accounts were deficient. The poEe, as the alleged
successor of Peter, was in control of the keys of this treasury and could | ESITRIESRENIN
release people from temporal punishment by assigning them credit PURGATORY
from the treasury. -




6. Ultimate authority resides in the church

Throughout the centuries the established
church adopted many pagan beliefs, holy days,
and symbols. When voices cried out against
these abominations, the church of Rome
assumed the sole right to interpret the Bible.
The church, not the Bible, became the final
authority. The church argued that two sources
of divine truth existed:

H The sacred Scriptures, and

2) The Catholic tradition, which consisted of e A~ 1
the writings of the Church Fathers, the decrees [l lanss= 42
of church councils, approved creeds, and il Who has the
ceremonies of the church. 1 7 —
Whenever church doctrines were supported by 7/4 Ultimate Authority?
tradition but not by Scripture, tradition took ( el ol ar
precedence. Common believers had no authority | (A Biblical LorL il
to interpret the doctrines God had revealed in > 1 Gotinfiln)
Scripture. That authority resided only in the Sola, S (ﬁ{fl({fﬁﬁ
Catholic Church. - g ra—




The Dawn of a New Day

In the fourteenth century John Wycliffe called for a reformation of the
church, not only in England but in all Christendom. During a time when few
copies of the Bible existed, he provided the first translation of the whole
Bible into English. His teachings of salvation through faith in Christ alone
and that only the Scriptures were infallible laid the foundation of the
Protestant Reformation. As the morning star of the Reformation, he tried to
free Christ's church from the bonds of paganism that chained it in
ignorance. He inaugurated a movement that was to liberate individual minds
and to free whole nations from the clutches of religious error. Wycliffe's
writings touched the souls of Huss, Jerome, Luther, and many others.

Martin Luther —fiery, imﬁulsive, uncompromising—was perhaps the most
powerful personality of the Reformation. More than any other man, he led
the people back to the Scriptures and the great gospel truth of justification |» &=
by faith, while he railed against salvation by works. Declaring that believers | &
should receive no authority other than the Scriptures, Luther turned people's &
eyes upward, from human works, priests, and penance, to Christ as their only
Mediator and Saviour. It was impossible, he said, by human works to lessen
the guilt of sinning or to avoid its punishment. Only repentance toward God
and faith in Christ can save sinners.

Humans can have hope, therefore, not because
of indulgences, but because of the shed blood of a crucified Redeemer.




The Dawn of a New Day ( )

Like an archaeological expedition finding treasures buried beneath the
accumulated discards of the centuries, the Reformation uncovered long- | ——
forgotten truths. Justification by faith, the great principle of the gospel, R, Q @

was rediscovered, as was a new appreciation for the once-for-all atoning | _ ¥ ') y
sacrifice of Jesus Christ and His all-sufficient mediatorial priesthood. ,\Q '
Many un-Biblical teachings, such as prayers for the dead, veneration of
saints and relics, celebration of the mass, worship of Mary, purgatory,
penance, holy water, celibacy of the priesthood, the rosary, the
Inquisition, transubstantiation, extreme unction, and dependence upon
tradition, were repudiated and abandoned.

The Protestant Reformers were nearly unanimous in identifying the

ﬁapal system as the "man of sin,"” the "mystery of iniquity," and the "little
orn" of Daniel, the entity that was to persecute God's true people during

the 1260 years of , before the Second Coming.

The doctrine of the Bible and the Bible only as the norm of faith and
morals became basic to Protestantism. The Reformers considered all human |
traditions subject to the final and higher authority of the Scriptures. In
matters of religious faith no authority—pope, councils, church Fathers, kings, fa i
or scholars—was to rule the conscience. Indeed, the Christian world was

beginning to awake from its slumber, and eventually, in many lands, religious

liberty was proclaimed. -




The Stagnhated Reformation

The reformation of the Christian church should not have
ended in the sixteenth century. The Reformers had
accomplished much, but had not rediscovered all the light
lost during the apostasy. They had taken Christianity out of

utter darkness, but it still stood in the shadows. While they WS g
had broken the iron hand of the medieval church, given the l%’ﬁ,%’-%}:‘]ﬁTANT
Bible to the world, and restored the basic gospel, they had o AU

failed to discover other important truths. Baptism by L 1L Pl %
immersion, immortality as a gift bestowed by Christ at the ¢ - |
resurrection of the just, the seventh-day as the Bible

Sabbath, and other truths were still lost in the shadows.

But instead of advancing the Reformation, their successors
consolidated its achievements. They focused their
attention on the Reformers' words and opinions instead of
on Scridpture. A few discovered new truths, but the majority
refused to advance beyond what the early Reformers '
believed. Consequently the Protestant faith degenerated
into formalism and scholasticism, and errors that should
have been discarded were enshrined. The flame of the
Reformation gradually died out, and Protestant churches
themselves became cold, formal, and in need of reform.



The Stagnated Reformation (

The post-Reformation era buzzed with theological activity, but
little spiritual progress was made. Frederic W. Farrar wrote that in
this period "liberty was exchanged for bondage; universal
principles for beggarly elements; truth for dogmatism;
Independence for tradition; religion for system. A living reverence
for Scripture was superseded by a dead theory of inspiration.
Genial orthodoxy gave place to iron uniformity and living thought
to controversial dialectics." And although the "Reformation had %
broken the leaden sceptre of the old Scholasticism," the Protestantjp. .. &
churches introduced "a new Scholasticism whose rod was of ' e
iron." Robert M. Grant called this new scholasticism "as rigid as
any medieval theological construction.” The Protestants
"practically bound themselves by the limits of their current
confessions."

Controversies erupted. "There never was an epoch in which men
were so much occupied in discovering each other's errors, or in ‘
which they called each other by so many opprobrious names.” Thus =S
the good news became a war of words. "Scripture no longer speaks 3" '
to the heart but to the critical intellect."” "Dogmas were orthodox, B

but spirituality was extinguished.




The Remnant

In spite of the apostasy and
tribulation of the 1260 years, some
believers continued to reflect the
purity of the apostolic church. When
the 1260 years of oppression ended
in A.D. 1798, the dragon had failed
to eradicate entirely God's faithful
people. Against these Satan
continued to direct his destructive
efforts. Said John, "And the dragon
was wroth with the woman, and went |
to make war with the remnant of her

seed, which keep the commandments TM Dragon

of God, and have the testimony of ‘“qe Emergg;hge of
Jesus Christ." ( ).

»~



What Is the Remnant?

In John's description of the dragon's battle with the

woman and her descendants, he used the expression
"the rest of her offspring"” ( ) That -
expression means the "remaining ones" or "remnant” =
| ). The Bible portrays the remnantasa = = 1wo CHARACTERISTICS:
small group of God's people who, through calamities,
wars, and apostasy, remain loyal to God. This faithful = FIRST:
remnant were the rootstock God used to propagate His THEY KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD

B

visible church on earth ( | SO THE HAETHE L ESTINOSOF
God commissioned the remnant to declare His glory and e
lead His scattered people throughout the world to His GOD'S LAST
"holy mountain Jerusalem," "Mount Zion" ( MESSAGE
). Of those thus gathered OF LOVE
together Scripture states, "These are the ones who |
follow the Lamb wherever He goes" ( ).

contains a description of the last
remnant in God's chosen line of loyal believers—His
loyal withesses in the last days before Christ's second
coming.

What are the remnant's characteristics?

The‘Three Angels’
Messages Of ;
-Revelation 14:6-12 é




The Characteristics of the Remnant

The remnant at the time of the end v i ,
cannot be easily mistaken. John describes Characteristics of God’s Remnant
this group in specific terms. Appearing
after the 1260 years RIS PR TS | Accept Christ's “purchase” of their eternal lives
are made up of those "who keep the

commandments of God and have the (Rev. 14:4)

testimony of Jesus Christ" (

). Ii. Reflect the character of Jesus intheir actions

They have the responsibility of (Rev. 14:1-5)
proclaiming, just before Christ's return,
God's final warning to all the world, the |
e R T e T LT ol L . Obey the Commandments ofGod
| ). These messages (Rev. 14:12, 12:17)
themselves contain a description of the  V—
remnant, they are "those who keep the
commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus" ( ). Let us consider
more closely each of these characteristics.

v. Communicate the Three Angels’ Messages
(Rev. 14:6-13)




1. The faith of Jesus

God's remnant people are characterized
by a faith similar to that which Jesus The Commandments of bod and the
had. They reflect Jesus' unshakable l_- 'H'I f .]

confidence in God and the authority of s £l OT JBSUS
Scripture. They believe Jesus Christ is o i
the Messiah of prophecy, the Son of = & Frosbme: | soess
God, who came as the world's Saviour. | O E. Lo
Their faith encompasses all the truths of
the Bible—those which Christ believed
and taught.

God's remnant, then, will proclaim the . il B
everlasting gosrel of salvation by faith in LL\___.I
Christ. They will warn the world that the | -

hour of God's judgment has arrived and
they will prepare others to meet their
soon-coming Lord. They will be engaged
in a worldwide mission to complete the
divine witness to humanity (

).

x




2. The commandments of God
WHICHROADWILL YOUTAKE?

Genuine faith in Jesus commits the
remnant to follow His example. "He that — e
saith he abideth in him ought himself also fiti anation Life

so to walk, even as he walked." ( HELL

). Since Jesus kept His Father's \- FOLL G
commandments, they too will obey God's Fd I_'ﬁw N YN
commandments | ). THE 4 | J
Particularly since they are the remnant,
their actions must harmonize with their WURLD ‘ CHRIST
profe55|on—otherW|se it is worthless. e -
JeSUS Sald N Ot ever y one th a t sal th un tO lea:i(::tlh ;f) deestv:tz:(}:,t,ion? , whzilcrlrlol‘:a:isetheuz?g ’life,
me, Lord, Lord shall enter into the kingdom Eesreeer et
Ji heaven, but he that doeth the will of )Y MATT.7:13 o
Father WhICh is in heaven." ( ). 1 é ,
Through the strength Christ gives them,  EESSSSSS—— ' | cmngesoo
they obey God's requirements, including B Seans, sur vz | R R s

all ten of the commandments, God's : '~ 4 W\ cHrisT oUR LoRD.
unchanging moral law ( I o



3. The testimony of Jesus

John defines "the testimony of Jesus" as "the
spirit of prorhecy" (Revelation 19:10). The o 7

remnant will be guided by the testimony of ﬂ:m* ﬂ]B tpﬁnmu g Hf
Jesus conveyed through the gift of prophecy. & ' T[ .
This gift of the Spirit was to function &

continuously throughout the history of the | Bﬁuﬁ

church, "Till we all come in the unity of the e

faith, and of the knowledgg of the Son O]]: Czod, I ﬁ ﬂ 0 :& I rﬁ Uf fﬂ l ot
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the | 3
stature of the fullness of Christ:" (Ephesians ' I p d p p I g

4:13). Itis, therefore, one of the major
characteristics of the remnant.

Such prophetic guidance makes the remnant | |
a pec|>1ple of prophec¥|¥vho plrloclaaim a ; - '
prophetic message. They will understan | -

prophecy and teach it. The revelation of e Revelatlon 19:10 d KJV.
truth that comes to the remnant helps them
accomplish their mission of preparing the
world tor Christ's return.




The Emergence of the Remnant of the Last Days

The Bible indicates that the remnant appears on the
world's stage after the time of Igreat persecution

). The earth shaking events of
the French Revolution, which led to the captivity of
the pope at the end of the 1260-year period (A.D.
1798), and the fulfilment of the three great cosmic
signs—in which earth, sun, moon, and stars testified
of the nearness of Christ's return —led to a major
revival of the study of prophecy. A widespread
expectation of the imminent coming of Jesus arose.
Throughout the world many Christians recognized
that 