
Revelation 18 and Jeremiah 51 

Jer. 51:7 Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord's hand that made all the earth 

drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are mad. 

Rev. 18:3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the 

kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are 

waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 

. . . Foreign nations will follow the example of the United States. Though she leads out, yet 

the same crisis will come upon our people in all parts of the world. { CW 69.2}{ 6T 395.1}{ 

3TT 46.1} 

 Note: “with her” “follow the example” of style and purpose of government. 

Proud of punishing God’s people, it was to cleanse them from earthliness. America like 

ancient Babylon leads the nations in a union of church and state, to rid the world of God’s 

people; after her understanding of Christianity for harmony and unity. 

 Note: Babylon was the first of such leading nations, others followed her example, Medo-

Persia, Greece, Rome. 

 “As Medo-Persia had an important part to play in connection with God's people, and while 

her part differed from the dealings of Babylon with that same people, so the Greek nation 

was called of God to do a work-a specific work. She, too, was a daughter of Babylon, 

partaking of her sins; but these sins, while the same, led to different outward 

manifestations than in Medo-Persia. Like children of the same family, each reproducing 

the character of the parents, yet differing widely from one another, so Greece, Medo-

Persia, and Rome are three sisters, daughters of the same mother, but each endowed with 

special features and strong peculiarities. {1901 SNH, SDP 180.2} . . . 

“Babylon enslaved the bodies of God's people, Medo-Persia made laws to slay them, but 

Greece captured their minds, and enslaved them to her ideas.” {1901 SNH, SDP 184.1} 

 But what Greece would not gain in territory she did gain as a teacher of nations, and 

although she finally lost all territorial supremacy, though like the kingdom of 

Nebuchadnezzar, the tree was cut down, yet the roots remain unto this day. More than 

once as an intellectual power Greece has arisen. Throughout the intellectual world she has 

votaries bowing before her shrine-the mind of man. Her philosophy is to-day studied under 

the guise of modern writers; her ideas are instilled into the minds of children, from the 

kindergarten to the universities, and students graduate from the schools of the land 

knowing much more of the mythology of Greece than they do of the religion of Jesus 

Christ; better acquainted with Greek heroes than with the Man of Calvary. Greek learning 

still rules the world, and it will until the setting up of the everlasting kingdom of God-till the 

stone cut out without hands shall fill the earth. {1901 SNH, SDP 197.3} . . . 

 Putting all these thoughts together, it will be seen that Rome, the fourth kingdom, the 

successor of Greece, would be noted for the decisive policy which it maintained. Each 

nation in the prophetic chain had some strong feature, and its history is recorded as an 

object lesson to the world, as in the days of its life it had been an object lesson to the 

watching multitudes of other worlds. Babylon was an example of Satan's power to 

establish a religion which counterfeited the heavenly worship. The result was the basest 

form of idolatry, a fornication which makes her the personification, among Bible writers, of 



all vileness. Medo-Persia was a type of Oriental despotism. "The law of the Medes and 

Persians changeth not;" this was a proverb among the nations. But it was with the kings of 

this nation that Gabriel and Michael wrought; it was the heads of this despotism who were 

kept in check by the power of the King of kings. {1901 SNH, SDP 201.2} 

 Greece was altogether different from the preceding two, and instead of gaining 

recognition because of the form of religion or government, she gained control of the world 

by the power of her intellect. With her education and philosophy she gained a foothold 

which no other nation ever held. When Babylon was overthrown and Medo-Persia was no 

more, Greece lived on in the minds of men. {1901 SNH, SDP 202.1} 

 But the fourth kingdom was "diverse from all the others." As represented to John, Rome, 

the beast of Rev. 13:2, combined the characteristics of the leopard, the bear, and the lion. 

There was united the false system of the religion of ancient Babylon, the governmental 

tyranny of Medo-Persia, and the mixture of good and evil in the intellectual culture of 

Greece. When the religion and educational system, or intellectual statutes, and the 

governmental history of a nation is given, there remains little else worth relating. So in the 

one nation, Rome, is embodied the strength of all previous nations. What wonder that it 

was a terrible and dreadful nation, and that except the time of its supremacy should be 

shortened there should be none left to witness for the truth! It is to this power that we are 

introduced in the fourteenth verse of Daniel 11. {1901 SNH, SDP 202.2} 

 Note: The learning of the Greeks is made its way into Christianity use Christian 

terminology. It is for the purpose of destroying the 3 Angels messages—investigative 

Judgement that ministers, elders say: the church is the bride, the daily is Christ’s ministry, 

7 trumpets are in the future, it doesn’t matter what you believe. 

All these and more are intentionally said, for the purpose of confusion and control. 

Example upon explaining these or other portions of prophecy to them, they say “well we 

can’t understand prophecy.” Then they turn and try to explain prophecy, but now it has the 

error in it. Here is the wine tormented truth that is poison. And one will see other 

characteristics exposed above in these ministers behaviours. And in the Book of Job, how 

the Pharisee’s argued with Jesus, and the Apostles. 

Upward Look Page 35.4 

Letter 48, 1-21-1897 

 "The higher critics put themselves in the place of God, and review the word of God, 

revising or endorsing it. In this way all nation are induced to drink the wine of the 

fornication of Babylon." Testimonies To Ministers 

The Remnant Church Not Babylon page 61 Paragraph 3 

 "Babylon has been fostering poisonous doctrines, the wine of error. This wine of error is 

made up of false doctrines, such as the natural immortality of the soul, the eternal torment 

of the wicked, the denial of the pre-existence of Christ prior to His birth in Bethlehem, and 

advocating and exalting the first day of the week above God's holy and sanctified day. 

These and kindred errors..." also GC 389, 586. Also PP124.1 7BC Revelation 18:1-5 Page 

985 paragraph 4 

 This is the same message that was given by the second angel. Babylon is fallen, 

"because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." 



What is this wine?—her false doctrine. She has given to the world a false Sabbath instead 

of the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and has repeated the falsehood that Satan 

first told Eve in Eden—the natural immortality of the soul. Many kindred errors she has 

spread far and wide, "teaching for doctrines the commandments of men."... 

 In the last work for the warning of the world, two distinct calls are made to the churches. 

The second angel's message is, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she 

made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." And in the loud cry of the 

third angel's message a voice is heard from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, 

that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins 

have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. 

Note: It is the protestant churches that have given to the world a “false Sabbath.” 

Rev. 14:7 “worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 

waters.” Gen. 2:1-3; John 1:10; Exo. 20:10,11; Mark 2:28. Eze. 18:4,20 “the soul that 

sinneth, it shall die.” What was man before he became a living soul? a dead soul—Gen. 

2:7 7BC Revelation 18:1-5 Page 979 

 "The churches have become as described in the eighteenth chapter of Revelation" also 

GC 389, 380-390. 

The Great Controversy Between Christ and Satan 

A warning Rejected Page 389 Paragraph 2 

 "The second angel's message of Revelation 14 was first preached in the summer of 1844, 

and it then had a more direct application to the churches of the United States, where the 

warning of the judgment had been most widely proclaimed and most generally rejected, 

and where the declension in the churches had been most rapid. But the message of the 

second angel did not reach its complete fulfillment in 1844. The churches then 

experienced a moral fall, in consequence of their refusal of the light of the advent 

message; but that fall was not complete. As they have continued to reject the special 

truths for this time they have fallen lower and lower.  

Not yet, however, can it be said that "Babylon is fallen,... because she made all nations 

drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." She has not yet made all nations do this." 

 These verses bring to view the third great symbol in the line of prophecy we are 

examining, usually denominated the two-horned beast. We inquire for its application. The 

dragon, pagan Rome, and the leopard beast, papal Rome, present before us great 

organizations standing as the representatives of two great systems of false religion. 

Analogy would seem to require that the remaining symbol, the two-horned beast, have a 

similar application, and find its fulfilment in some nationality which is the representative of 

still another great system of religion. But the only remaining system which is exercising a 

controlling influence in the world to-day is Protestantism. Abstractly considered, paganism 

embraces all heathen lands, containing more than half the population of the globe. 

Catholicism, which may perhaps be considered as embracing the religion of the Greek 

Church, so nearly identical with it, belongs to nations which compose a great portion of 

Christendom. Mohammedanism is an effete system, which has ceased to be any important 

factor in the world's progress. Moreover, it seems to have received enough prophetic 

attention in Daniel 11 and Revelation 9. But Protestantism is the religion of nations which 



constitute the vanguard of the world in liberty, enlightenment, progress and power. {1897 

UrS, DAR 565.2} 

 The sources from which these spirits (3 unclean spirits Rev. 16:13) issue, denote that they 

will work among three great religious divisions of mankind, represented by the dragon, the 

beast, and the false prophet, or Paganism, Catholicism, and apostate Protestantism. {1897 

UrS, DAR 650.2} 

 "And thunders and lightnings”—another allusion to the judgments of Egypt. (See Ex.9:23.) 

The great city is divided into three parts; that is, the three grand divisions of the false and 

apostate religions of the world (the great city), Paganism, Catholicism, and relapsed 

Protestantism, seem to be set apart each to receive its appropriate doom. The cities of the 

nations fall; universal desolation spreads over the earth; every island flees away, and the 

mountains are not found; and great Babylon comes in remembrance before God. Read her 

judgments, as more fully described in chapter 18. {1897 UrS, DAR 653.4} 

 And since the fall here introduced is a moral one, it must apply to some branch of Babylon 

besides, or outside of, the pagan or papal divisions; for from the beginning of their history, 

paganism has been a false religion, and the papacy an apostate one. And further, as this 

fall is said to occur but a short period before Babylon's final destruction, certainly this side 

of the rise and predicted triumph of the papal church, this testimony cannot apply to any 

religious organizations but such as have sprung from that church. These started out on 

reform. They ran well for a season, and had the approbation of God; but fencing 

themselves about with creeds, they have failed to keep pace with the advancing light of 

prophetic truth, and hence have been left in a position where they will finally develop a 

character as evil and odious in the sight of God as that of the church from which they first 

withdrew as dissenters, or reformers. As the point before us is to many a very sensitive 

one, we will let members of these various denominations here speak for themselves. 

{1897 UrS, DAR 664.1} 

 Several times during our conversation, in which you become very much in earnest, you 

repeated the sentence, "O consistency, thou art a jewel!" I repeat the same with decided 

force to you. You say that Anna's visions place the forming of the image of the beast after 

probation closes. This is not so. You claim to believe the testimonies; let them set you right 

on this point. The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be formed 

before probation closes; for it is to be the great test for the people of God, by which their 

eternal destiny will be decided. Your position is such a jumble of inconsistencies that but 

few will be deceived. {15MR 15.1} 

 In Revelation 13 this subject is plainly presented; [Revelation 13:11-17, quoted]. {15MR 

15.2} This is the test that the people of God must have before they are sealed. All who 

prove their loyalty to God by observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, 

will rank under the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of the living 

God. Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin, and accept the Sunday sabbath, will 

receive the mark of the beast. What need will there be of the solemn warning not to 

receive the mark of the beast, when all the saints of God are sealed and ticketed for the 

New Jerusalem? "O consistency thou art a jewel!" {15MR 15.3} 


